Prognostic significance of right ventricular ejection fraction following inferior myocardial infarction.
The prognostic significance of right ventricular ejection fraction, measured by radionuclide ventriculography, was assessed in 168 consecutive patients with inferior myocardial infarction. Right ventricular ejection fraction was 0.40 or less in 35 patients. Over a follow-up period of 40 months, there were 15 deaths in the total group of 168 patients, eight (23%) in the 35 with right ventricular ejection fraction of 0.40 or less, and seven (5%) in the remainder of the group. The one year survival of patients with right ventricular impairment (84 +/- 6%) was significantly worse (P less than 0.01) than those with a right ventricular ejection fraction over 0.40 (95 +/- 2%). A multivariate Cox model analysis showed age (P less than 0.001), left ventricular ejection fraction (P less than 0.01), and right ventricular ejection fraction (P less than 0.03) to be independent predictors of survival. Impaired right ventricular function is an adverse prognostic factor in patients with inferior infarction, particularly in those with impaired left ventricular function.